
EASTFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

QUARTERLY 
Vol. 46,  No. 3                                                                           September, 2022 

The Artistry of Ethel Gardner  

Darwin & Martha Clark House, 275 Old Colony Road, unsigned,  date unknown.  Owned by Martha Clark.  
House was dismantled summer of 2019 and the frame will be reconstructed in a house in Vermont. 

In this issue of the Eastford Historical Society Quarterly we 
invite you to enjoy the artwork of Ethel Cushing Gardner. 
Miss Gardner lived in the village of Eastford for 40 years 
until her death at the age of 82 on November 8, 1960.  She 
came to Eastford in 1919 and purchased a small cape on 
Pork Hill. At the time, she was a 41 year old music teacher, 
living with her sister Anna and Anna’s husband in 
Bronxville, New York. She found skilled local laborers 
who spent a year renovating the cottage to her satisfaction 
while she remained in Bronxville teaching. Upon comple-
tion of the work on her house she took up residence and 
made Eastford her home.   

She lived here during the warmer months, but usually spent 
November through March traveling to escape New Eng-
land’s cold winters.  During these months, she traveled, 
often to Europe to study music and perform piano concerts 
as well as for pleasure. One of her paintings tells us she 
traveled to California. 

At home, she began a project she would continue through-
out her lifetime – planting and maintaining the beautiful 
gardens around her home. It is not known when she started 
offering piano lessons, but she became Eastford’s piano 
teacher, offering lessons to many of Eastford’s girls and 
boys. She became involved in the “doings” of the town and, 
it would seem, quickly adopted Eastford as her home. It is 
not certain when she started to record its history through 
her art, but her paintings are early “snapshots” of our town.  
There is no way of knowing how many of them she created, 
but we are lucky to have acquired three of her paintings.  
When we decided to devote a Quarterly to Ethel, we began 
our search for others.  We thank those of you that let us in 
your homes to let us photograph your treasures and those of 
you who emailed photos.  The project quickly grew so we 
offer it in two parts.  A second Quarterly is in the works 
that will tell you more about the life of Ethel Cushing 
Gardner. 



French’s Store, 3 Westford Road, 8.5”x12”, un-
signed, date unknown.   Owned by Eastford Histor-
ical Society. 

Congregational Church of Eastford, 8 Church Road, 
7”x11”,   unsigned, date unknown.  Owned by Peg 
Day Pittman. 

Left, County Road looking south toward Eastford 
Center. Gabe Kosa’s  barn on left, house on right 
burned in the late 1950’s.  Owned by Jean Kosa Skiff. 

Above, County Road Bridge over the Still River.  
Tatem’s Mill in the  background.  Owned by Jean 
Kosa Skiff. 

Below Left, Route 44 Bridge over the Still River in 
Phoenixville.  Meier’s Store on right.  Owned by Dr. 
Frederick Merkel, Kenilworth, Illinois. Previously 
owned by Miss Susan Van Wert. As a boy Dr. Merkel 
and his family spent the summers in Eastford. 

Left, General Lyon Inn, 247 Old Colony Road, 
12”x18”, signed, dated 1952. Owned by Eastford His-
torical Society. 



Mission San Juan Capistrano, Califor-
nia, 4.5”x5.5”, signed, date  unknown, 
owned by Eastford Historical Society.  
Found in the Hastings Family Bible of 
Miss Susan Van Wert, daughter of 
Mrs. Susan Hastings Van Wert (died 
1919).  Both summered in Eastford. 

Unknown House, 11.25”x15.25”, signed, 
date unknown.  Owned by Charles 
“Chip” French. His mother, Catherine 
Tatem French always thought this build-
ing had something to do with Tatem’s 
Mill. If you know anything about this 
house please contact EHS 860-933-0468. 

Spencer Bowen 
House, 5”x7”, signed, 
date unknown. Hand 
painted Christmas 
card sent by Miss 
Gardner to the Bow-
ens. To the right of 
the house is the Bow-
ens Garage (gray) and 
behind is the Inn An-
nex.  Owned by Ste-
phen Bowen. 

Miss Lilian Huntington House, 19 Westford Road, 6.75”x12”, 
signed, date unknown. Owned by Linda Green Torgeson. 

The Eastford Historical Society continues the tradition 
of publishing the Quarterly 4 times a year. In recent 
years costs of printing have greatly increased, especial-
ly color publication.  When we first discussed a Quar-
terly devoted totally to Miss Gardner’s paintings, we 
knew that for our readers to truly appreciate her art, we 
must incur the great cost of printing this issue in color.  
If you enjoy reading the Quarterly, we would greatly 
appreciate your support.  Please consider sending a do-
nation to: Eastford Historical Society, Box 350, 
Eastford, CT 06242 

Right, Cars in front of the town hall, Ivy Glenn.   Below, 
269 Old Colony Road, painted when this was the home 
of Emma Clark Lewis, the widow of Maro Edwin Lewis. 
Both pictures owned by Nancy Mayhew.  



House East of Miss Gardner - Backyard, 264 Old 
Colony Road, signed, date unknown. She once owned 
this house and used it as a guest house for summer 
visitors. Owned by Siegmar Eschholz.  

Eastford Center from Miss Gardner’s yard, 10”x13”, 
unsigned, date unknown.  River and Mill Building 
on left, the Inn in the center.  You could purchase 
gas at the General Store seen on the right. Note the 
gas pump across the street from the store.  Owned 
by Stephen Bowen. 
 
All the paintings on this page were views from her 
house. 

Henry & Margaret Day House, 259 Old Colony Road, 
12”x16.5”, unsigned, date unknown. Owned by Eastford 
Historical Society. Miss Gardner lived next door. 

The Day’s Backyard (looking west toward 
center of town from Miss Gardener’s house), 
11”x15”, unsigned, date unknown. Owned by 
Denis Day. 

Left, Bowen/Davis House, 264 Old Colony 
Road, signed, date unknown. Owned by 
Betsy Davis Salo. 


